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16th October 2013 
 
Dear Parent or Guardian, 
 
There are a number of cases of measles in another primary school in Tramore, and also some 
cases in pre-school children.  The investigation is ongoing and control measures are being put 
in place. MMR is an essential part of measles control.  
 
If your child has NOT had their first dose of MMR, they should attend their GP as soon as 
possible to get their MMR vaccine dose.  The MMR vaccine is free for those who require MMR 
and administration is free for those aged less than 13 years.  Should cases occur in your school, 
it may be necessary to advise the Board of Management to exclude children without MMR from 
the school until 21 days after onset of the last case in the school to prevent the spread of 
measles. 
  
For children in Junior Infants: the school immunisation team will attend the school next week 
to provide a second dose of MMR to all Junior Infants.  This is due this year but is being brought 
forward because of the cases of measles in the community.  Junior Infant children who have 
not had any dose of MMR should attend their GP as soon as possible to get their first dose. 
The second dose will then be due one month later (not next week). 
 
For children in classes other than Junior Infants: the school immunisation team will attend 
the school next week to provide catch up immunisation with MMR to all classes other than 
Junior Infants. It is essential that all children are fully immunised to prevent the spread of 
measles in the community and in the school. 
 
Parents of children with weakness of their immune system should seek advice from their doctor 
if they are exposed to cases of measles. 
 
Measles is a viral infection that causes fever, cough, rash and sore eyes. Occasionally measles 
has dangerous complications, including inflammation of the lungs or brain and pneumonia. If 
you think that your child may have measles contact your doctor and arrange for him/her to see 
the child and confirm the diagnosis. When requesting an appointment advise the surgery, before 
you attend, that you think your child may have measles.  If your child has measles they should 
stay at home for five days after the rash appears to prevent spreading infection to other children.  
 
Please bring this letter with you when you attend your GP. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
_______________________________   
Dr. Sarah Doyle, MCRN 19055 
Specialist in Public Health Medicine 
 
 
 
           

 


