Irish Daily Wail

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2000 RELAND'S BESTVALUENEWSPAPER €1.2 cBop L)

i I . B l :‘l: 'lJ i ‘LI

et Pt ety
Ainmhithe sa Zq

Mach ard
i Slarad g

aq:-:;.-. O

‘TEMPORARY’ L
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By Catherine Fegan Wish Wil fo pet the Ministry of Education to
m spend its bullding budget. Just weeks
[AMPAH;N a]f:tu revelations L'Eat t}'f Education De-

A QUARTER of a century SCHNDHL O'F 'DUR partment fadsd to spend £340million of
fter Ivi fi 2 the budget, pleas for help are ipnored -
alter applylng Ior a per thou "'JDP'“L:U ring spent on yet
manent school building, a SCHOOLROOMS more prefabs. ) g
community is still Waiting ford Principal Daithi de Paor says ol taday 11 8 special separs ow gris
for civil servants to act. the rent mg]lmyl would have paid for were forced to sl'tar:u_ll;c:_lets with boys,
In those ©5 vears, £1.5milion has & proper school by now. and they wore coats in class.
Pk - 2 imtaimine  GtOcrations of children have now  They are distraught to see their young,
been sp Ent_t.'entmg G mam G passed through the school without ever  er sisters still left in the prefabs without
‘temporary’ prefabs on a 2.3-acre  fearuing m a proper Dunding. a proper schocl
site for the 200 pupils of Gaelscoll  auch disgracetul treatment prompted
Philik Barun in Tramore, Co. Water-  the Irsh Daily Mall to begin 3 campalgn FULL 5STORY: Pages 6-7
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How Marilyn liked it haute

IT'S not the Arst thing one asso-
clateswith Marilyn Monroe, but
the actress knew how to makea
tasty stulfing.

In tact, =he s revealed as a tal-
ented cook in a new collection
of her letters and notes

The idea of her as a home-
maker clashes with her dizzy
sCreen image, but the collec-
tion offers the best evidence
yet that she had a passion for
cooking.

The stulfing recipe k& jotted on
aletterhead from an insurance
company. The 11 ingredients
include a bread loal soaked in
water, five herbs, spices and
nuts.

She writes that giblets for the
stutfing must be ‘liver-heart’
and stipulates that the ground
beef must be ‘bDrowned (no
aily.

From Daniel Bates
in Mew York

It ako needs ‘1 handful' of
grated Parmesan and an unde-
termined amount of ‘parsarly’.

sonroe’s liking for cooking
became evdent at an auction
of her personal effects in 1999
wihen two well-worn cookbooks
ofhers from the ¥3Xsweresold
for well above the reserve,

The stuffing recipe features in
Fragments a bookthat collects
her letters and musings from
1943 to her death in 19622

The recipeisdatedirom about
1955 or 19536 wh en she was i ving
im Mew York US chefswho tried
the recipe sald it bore the
‘unmistakable balance of fussi-
ness and flexibility that & the
halimar k of anexperienced and
confident cook'.

Love of cmh'&g'.‘lcrcsm,m.wm.rue

Gordon sticking
the knife in... as
family feud heats
to boiling point

By Darraah Murphy

CELEBRITY chef Gordon
Ramsay has twisted the knife
in the bitter foud with his

father-in-law, b 1 nim ‘-
cestuous’, ‘gverbearing” and
‘controling”

The fery TV cock called Chris

Hutcheson, father of his wife,
Tana a ‘dictator’ in a l=tter made
public this week. And yesterday
the #4.vear-old ignited the sim-
mering feud with the 62-year-old
in-law he once regarded as his
siness partner

Hr Hutcheson has announced he
intends to sue Mr Ramsay for
€2 Smillion for unfar disnussal af
t::r being s acm_@guh.‘lch’ E|:1:-n: this
posttion as CEO on famaly firm
Fordon Ramsay Holdings

GRHruns aaof a :I:.'in',' of high-
=nd restaurants, inchading Gom’::'t
FRamsay at Fowsrscourt in the
Ritz-Carlton, Co. Wicklowr

Earlier thiz week Mr Ramsay also
suspended his wife's brother and
sacked her nephew from their
GRHE :pm.‘t.':-n:

t, in the latest act
mily scap cpera,
Hp q.‘,:m.l:w_—' clarmed hiz in-laws'
attempts to turn hic wife against
him weers the final straw.

“My back was turned. and they
were jumping o Tana, using
arget to manipulate and pot-
son. Hoping she =would just i up
the iods — my four children! — and
Jjump in with them. And hang me
out to dry becauses I had sacked
her fathar 8o it was becoming
harder for me to do nothing.”

Mr Ramsay clams that matters
reached a crax last Monday, when
Tana received a note from her
mother, Greta.

“The letter saod: T‘a.na you are
not welcome anyw]
dooe. I cannot bal
have done this to vour father 'Lu.:L
wou di spose of that mam, vou are
not welcome back.”

“Basicaly, she oras :a_'r:,' get rid of
rordon. Gt nd of oze That was the
thing that tipped me over the ed

The tempestucus cock sacked
his fatheran-law last month after

Angry: Gordon Ramsay
losming track of midlions he'd sunk
imba L3F

Mir Rarnsay said: “The best finan-
cial advisers said to me: “Gordon,
would you still employ this indi-
widualif he was not m{atmm—
law?™ I answapsd &
seconds. In the ueg
was so controlling, so overbeanny,
50 incestuous that the only way
out was to cut the tees.”

This week the chef wrote an ex-

‘They used Tana as a
target to poison’

tracedinary letter to his mother-
in-law containing hinte about her
husband's 'cm’npﬁ.e:lf prvate lofe.

Lagt night. in hic Sech intemienr
on the family war, Mr Ramsay said
he did not Mret the open lettar

He said: “His level of concentra-
ton. His excuses for disappeonng.
All matters for concern.

“Where 15 Chriz?" I would be
told he was in Paris, sorbing out
the restaurant. Funny, I would
thank, we have already done that.
Thken I would nng up, coly to be
told that Thns hadnt heen there
for six months.”

The mullionaire chef also alleged

The in-laws: Chris and Greta Hutcheson

that ke was o the dark over finan-
cialci!a]'_n in the farpily See

“It's not that easy Jesus, where
did that money go? I'm tallnng
about pretty substantial figures.
Inmto pullions. It wasn't cuibe= 'hrt
I'ra:'r\ork_ng]'a_-ﬂ:' “l..r.hr;
in. Then when I was due a big IIF
chegue, 1t would be =ell; you've
ot this bill and that hill

“Evearyone was takng from the
D:vtm:rn ane was putting back in,
a from mie. I me CTLTAYLI
:r‘.'lr.e as a monster? IL”: po‘tnlhr:!':l\_“
ney You know how fery Tam. T am
what I am. A fighter I came up
from a difficult background.’

He added: ‘Hand on heart, they
albused their situation”

Gordon and Tana could oot
spend money without clearance
from Mr Hutcheson. ‘It was so
claustrophobkic,” the chef said.
“Tana knows about 90 per cent.
Ehe hag been shocked. She ctrog.

I:LI' is a big blow. She had thes
p:r ct image aﬂ'!'ﬂ ddr.
However, it has mads our mar
ag\e stronger and our minds
muck clearse [ wake up i the
morning and this dictator who was
plannming out my bfe has gone. I
don't want to conumit to opening

40 restaurants in ths next four
wears. [ want to consolidate”

reporferiidoilpmailie
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SCANDAL OF OUR
SCHOOLROOMS

by Catherine
Fegan

ITTLE Lecneora Curran
has never seen the
inside of 3 ‘real’ schoal.
Cnly seven years old,
the ¥ pupil has
spent her formative
years in education nside a
cramped rented bomx.

Leonora attends the same schoolin
Co. Waterford as her sister Edwina, a
bubhly 1l-vear-old whe also has no
idea what it's lke to go to a school
made of bricks.

As pupils of Gaslscoil Fhitlh Bamin,
they are among the hundreds of
children who do not lmow what it
15 ks to receive an education in
anything other than a prefabricated
classrocom.

The girls” clder sisters Gillian, 23,
and Geraldins, 25, both former pupils
of the Tramore Irish ] fanguages school,
;nent the amtirety of thee el.:h't FEAT
primary school education in tempao-
rary accomrmodation

Now in adulthood, they tell of
school days in whick they had to
wear their coats in class, share todlets
with the boys — and r_'l_-_zt.- could not

put oo a school play because they
ﬂ dn't kave the room.

her hoped their rears spent
in preefabs would sventually se= the
provision of a new schocol for their
Founger sisters.

But 25 years after opeming, and
despite the fact that it has been
revealed that the depar failed
to spend half of its bullding bud‘\e't
this year - £1340millicn - Tramore's
Gaelzcodl is still no closer to getting
its own permansnt buldmg

Thus 15 despite an investment of a
staggering €1 6million by the
Diepartment of Education since 2003,
when the st was purchased, l:l:-:t:

‘For the €1.6m
spent we'd have
aschool by now’

relating to the rental, :prl.'.rcbn:: amd
maintenance of the school's eight
prefabs, plus the initial purchase
price of a site

rstead of a bulding, the schocol's
200 pupils are educated in & maze of
prefabs perched on land that was
criginally '_nr.endeﬂ for a permanent
12-classrocom fa

Holding a.ca.'l:]hom:d maodel of what
his bricks and mortar scheal should
lock Lke, princpal Dadthi de PnDr
ﬂe::rhe&thewadecfﬂ-: taxpayers”
money that has been spent to date
a5 ‘scandalous’.

‘A 24-classroom school was budlt up
the road for £2 fnullion,” he says. We
nesd a 12-classroom faci kty, which 15
half the mize of that so I'd say for "he
€1.5million that has been spent on
purchasing land, :1..11.1' and renting
prefabs, we could have had a s:'.'l.on
by now. Thisis a national scandal.’

Gaelscoll Phulib Barin :La:rb:?
in 1985 in a room rented from
Tramcrs Town Comnussioners.

As mambers grew, the school moved
its three teachsrs and 65 pumls to
Stella Maris House in Tramore and
rented thres upstais rooms feom the
Sisters of Chamiy. But as growih con-
tinued, the landloeds of Stella Mans

‘A national scandal'; Frustrated
principal Daithi de Paor

House informed the board of man-
aperoent that the accommodation at
the Hdme was unsustzunable and the
process of identifnng a site for a new
sc]‘n-c socn bega

2, the D‘!puuuert of Educa-
fion pu.n:"ms:ﬂ a Z.5acre site for
£500,000, cpposite a racecourss in
Tramore. When that site was indtally
sdentifiad in the Nineties it was bemg
sold foral ot less than what 1t sventu-
ally cost,” says Mr d= Faoe

‘I 1285 [ informed the department
af the avarlabihty of a new site at
Crobally Upper for immediate and
qu..u: sale. Delays in valuation offic-
ers wistting Tramore saw the price
e acre :]cu:]e and the department
ended up paying half a milhon forit.

‘And seven years om it is shll ying
there. We are 25 years in temporary
accommodation.

“Car latest application to the
Department of Education has hesn
stalled since 2005 and last month the
Tanaist=, Mary Coughlan, srote to
the schoel board to inorm us that a
'uee'tng with hz' would at this stage
c: “premmaturs”.

don't think a I5.year wait is
J:'e:untu: at all”

Frustrated ower their fight to s=e
bulding work started, Mr de Fao
the school's board of management
and parents of pupdls went over the
head of the department and tock
matters into their own hands.

Last year, they secured the free
services of a local Srm of architects
to design a new bullding for their
children, and then snbisted the help
af Waterford County Council m the
pre-planmng process.

Gaelscoil Philib Baran also teared
up with Waterford Leader Fartner.
ship, which had bezen looking for
& site for a new communaty centre
in Tramoes. “Thers 15 o commummty
centre in Tramcre so we thought that

Jjoiming forces with the Waterford
Leader Fnrner:hm would give the
:'med added valus," says M de Pacr
_,L-l.rg the day the hall could be
used by the school and in the
-e"\er_mb': it could ke closed off from
the schocl and made available for
comrmunty use.

“We told the department that =e
could get the designs for f.-e: and
that there is also 2 means of draw-
mg down funds for a mualki- :pturpn:-:
hall, which would also save them
money but we wers informed in
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Generations have passed through
this prefab-only school - hoping
for something better. They have

been disappointed, and what’s

worse 1s that MORE has now been

spent on renting the prefabs

than the cost of a proper school

INAPREFAB SCHOOL

Grime: Gaekcoodl Philib Bardn is
made up of rented prehabs

Plctures CHRES BACON

Wever had a proper schook Mary Curran and her daughters

writing not to appoint independent
architscts.

Instead, i June, the Department of
Education granted Gaslscotl Fhilib
Barun £€200,000 for the purchase of
ser_mm._zmnmr; accommodation.

.ﬂhil:he ;msg:d of further additions

e prefa that iz Gaslzroil

‘We had to share
the toilets with
the boys’

Fhilib Barin has incensed the moth-
ars an fathers of children who il sae
even more delars

One parent invelved in the cam-
ir-\'!.l.{:l. to get building work started is

ary Curran, mother to Lecnora,
Ed=ina, u-:.'lhnn and Feraldine. T
have walked intc TDs" offices with
my whole brood to kighlight how
long this has been going on,' the wea-

ry u:D‘th.e: :a&-: “There is a green :.ell:]
are PUrmping mo

:nucn:y mtn pzef:u:s- Every time
of my childeen started af I H:D‘ug}_t
they would get a new school Six of
them have ]:as:!d through here in a
25-year peniod and stll no schoal.
‘It's evary child's rlg,hl‘_ to pet full
and proper facilities but I've lost
hope now that it will ever happen.”
Eezr eldest daughter Cillian, who
left the school 16 years apo, has
memories of her time in prefabs. 1
WAS TAvar in m DCOpEr school until T
gnd to secondary level,” she says.
::l:u'tel? missed cut. Az a child,
to school meant =earng rour
coat in the classroom to stay warm
and shamny a tolst with the boys. We

never had indoor facilities and he-

causs of that =e were never able to
have a schaoal plag

‘T alwrays loaked on mn envy when I
AW new sch.qu]s being built and I
thought e = have one by now. T
never sxpected to see my sister
Lecnora 1 a prefab, I just always
thought she would be going to school
L'D a new building.”

a tour of his prefab school,

}(’r d aoe stops a:nﬂ locks wisthully
up at the site chosen for his schoal, a
2.5acre green field with stunning
wmews of Tramore Bay ‘The last [
heard was that a design team was
going to be appamtad by the depart-
ment,” he says.

‘That was four vears ago and noth-

Is your school a scandal?

If you are a parent or teacher emall your
story or picture to schools@dallymall.le

has happened. Visitors to the
ol compliment us for keeping
the prefabs in such good condition.
“Cther schools have 1ot them rot
and they seem to get a school quack-
en I can't take that m;k but that
seems to be the wayit is
He adds: 'i'-'har. 15 nr_n:r_ pgalbing iz

"Whatdoes ittell
children about
their worth?’

that I have been through the plan-
ning process in 1992 and 1992 for
other sites and =e still doo't have a
home of pur own. They [the depart-
mexnt] D’\;:"."I.t':glz s[te and they conldn't
evern o to the o stage durin
the r&,{n of the & \..‘el.\:l.r_"E:ll;\::"{—m'a.cr.B
they havre never sven come down
hepe to see the site they own.”

To maks matters worse, last weekit

was revealed that the l:]etu artment
had fadled to spend s cap alh_u:iget

for the year, leaving €340milkion in

funding still to be ussd.

Angered by the news, Mr de Facor

ars the money should be devolrad
to schoaols whose permanent accom-
modation needs are not being
addressed.

‘They [the department] messed up
when the county had money so how
are thay gong to cope mow that ==
have none,' he says.

‘It's Hlpe standing at the back of a
queus waiting watching scms-
ane pour monsy down the drain.

‘Theps 1z a tendency in this countey
to think that childzen aged betwesn
four and 12 don't matter They den't
have a vote 5o just leave them to it.
That’s wron

S.Gt_;wn}:ﬂﬂg.n t see unme ::lsl.:l:s_l;nua_]ddz
up of prehabs, or government
mis A bullding says a lot about the
mstrtution it represents.

‘I children are meant to feel prde
m theh:' schoal, what does an sduca-
Hon given in a rented box tell them
about ther worth?*



